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1 Overview, Installation and Configuration 

The ñFirefox Recording Extensionò allows the recording of web surfing sessions in convenient 
way. The recording extension is displayed as a ñFirefox Toolbarò, named Proxy Sniffer 
Toolbar, in the upper part of the web browser window. 
 
Note: using this Firefox extension is optional ï the recording of web surfing sessions 
can also be made without using this extension æ see Proxy Sniffer Userôs Guide, 
chapter 2, to learn how to record web surfing sessions with any other web browser 
such as Internet Explorer or Safari.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

1.1 Supported Firefox Versions  

The ñFirefox Recording Extensionò supports only Firefox versions 3.0.*, 3.5.* and 3.6.*. The 
extension has been successfully tested on Windows XP/Vista/2003/7 systems, as well as on 
Mac OS X and on Linux systems, and should also work on any other Unix-Like operating 
system (BSD, Solaris, ...). 
 

1.2 Supported Proxy Sniffer Versions 

The ñFirefox Recording Extensionò requires Proxy Sniffer version 4.2-O or later.  
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1.3 Installation and Firefox Configuration 

To install the extension, enter the following URL in the Firefox web browser and follow the 
instructions: 
 

https://www.proxy-sniffer.com/download/PrxRecExt1.xpi 
 
After installation, make the following changes to your Firefox configuration by calling the 
Firefox ñToolsò æ ñOptionséò menu: 
 

 
 

1.3.1 Pop-Up Windows Settings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Allow pop-up windows from 127.0.0.1 
 
 
 

1.3.2 JavaScript Settings 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Enable the 3 checked JavaScript options. 
 
 

https://www.proxy-sniffer.com/download/PrxRecExt1.xpi
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1.4 Starting Proxy Sniffer 

After the extension has been installed and Firefox has been configured, start the ñProxy 
Sniffer Consoleò. Please note that there is no longer any need to click on the desktop icon 
ñProxy Sniffer GUIò, because the same functionality can be reached by using this Firefox 
extension.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1.5 Next Steps for Recording your first Web Surfing Session 

Click on the  icon inside the Firefox Recording Extension and follow the instructions: 

 

1.6 Further Steps 

Donôt miss to read the Userôs Guide (PDF). We recommend that you read at least chapter 7 
completely ï inclusive all subchapters (in particular subchapter 7.5) ï because the usage 
of dynamic variables is a little bit tricky. 
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2 The Proxy Sniffer Toolbar 

 
 

   Opens the Proxy Sniffer ñWeb Admin GUIò in a new browser window. 
 

 Page Break Input Field: Adds a ñPage Breakò to the recorded web surfing session. You 
can also hit the <Return> key in the input field to add a page break, instead of clicking on 

the  button. 
 

   Starts the recording of a web surfing session. In addition, the following actions are 
automatically performed  by this web browser extension: 

1. The cache of the web browser is cleared 

2. All cookies in the web browser are cleared 

3. The proxy configuration of the web browser is set to 127.0.0.1 (port 7999 for http and 
port 7997 for https) to support the recording of the web surfing session. The old 
(original) proxy configuration of the web browser is saved, and later restored when 
recording is stopped. 

 

   Stops recording and restores the original web browser proxy configuration 
 

   Clears all recorded data, but does not alter the recording state (stopped / started) 
 

 Status Label: Shows the current Proxy Sniffer state; for example, ñRecording Started / 43 
Itemsò. The status label is automatically updated every 7 seconds.  If no ñProxy Sniffer 
Consoleò is started, an error message is shown. 

 

   Allows manual update of the Status Label. 
 

   Adds a screenshot of the web browser window to the last Page Break, or ï if 
currently no Page Break has been defined ï inserts first a Page Break and then adds a 
screenshot of the web browser to this Page Break. 
 

Note: taking screenshots is optional and not required for load test execution.   
 

Important Note: 
 

During the normal operation of the Firefox web browser ï when no web browser sessions 
should be recorded ï it is strongly recommended that all activity of this extension be 
disabled. This can easily be done by disabling the ñProxy Sniffer Toolbarò in the web 
browser menu ñViewò æ ñToolbarsò.  
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3 Support for Outbound Proxy Servers 

If your target web application, or target web server, is reachable only via  your company's  
outbound proxy server (no direct TCP/IP network connection to the web server from your local 
computer), you must  additionally configure the outbound proxy server in the ñPersonal 
Settingsò menu on the Proxy Sniffer òWeb Admin GUIò: 
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4 Uninstalling the Extension 
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5 FAQ: Where are Web Browser Screenshots Displayed in 
Proxy Sniffer ? 

 
Inside the ñMain Menuò: 
 

 
 
 
Inside the ñLoad Test Result Detailò Menu: 
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Inside the ñFull Detail Reportò (PDF): 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




